Gleanings 


King Edward's School, Birmi m New Street, at dusk after rain. Seen in context 


with New Street, here running up towards the Art Gallery and the Town Hall. 
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TOLKIEN 
AND THE QUEST 
FOR EARENDEL 


Tree & Star: Tolkien and the Quest for Earendel, my new 


book on the young Tolkien and his discovery of the 
mysterious Anglo-Saxon word earendel, from which sprang 
his Legendarium. 200,000 words. Newly available in 
paperback from August 2023, from Lulu.com. 


Get the ebook for just $12 with the Gumroad coupon-code draughtofentwash 
which is available to the first four readers who spot and use the code. 
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EDITORIAL 


elcome to my sixth PDF ‘zine, offering my 
interested reader a unified collection of recent 
‘Tolkien Gleanings’. These being my blog posts 
tracking useful items and events of interest to 
myself — and perhaps also of interest to fellow Tolkien scholars, 
academics, collectors and even to some visual artists. 


The PDF version is produced to make it easy for people to pop a 
‘unified edition’ into their folder of research PDFs, thus making the 
information easily searchable and retrievable via software such as 
dtSearch (paid) or DocFetcher (available in a free version). 


In the last issue I said that issue five would be the last ‘zine / PDF 
version of Gleanings. And so it was... in terms of an issue with all 
the additional work of a fully picture-researched historical Gallery, 
articles and extended reviews. But it’s not too much work to simply 
put all the Gleanings posts, those which have appeared since the 
fifth issue, into a PDF. So here they are, tidied up a bit and with 
the bonus of a gallery of Edwardian ‘walking trees’ and some art. 


— David Haden, Stoke-on-Trent, England. 19th August 2023. 
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‘Tolkien Gleanings’, June—August 2023. 


Gallery: Some examples of walking trees from the 
Edwardian era in England. 


Index for past issues. 


An addition to my ‘Brandywine’ note, to be found 
in the PDF issue #1 of Gleanings 
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TOLKIEN GLEANINGS 


Selected items of possible interest to Tolkien scholars, collectors, 
and devotees, as found from June to August 2023. Web links are 
in dark green and ‘clickable’, launching in your Web browser. 


* There is to be a ‘Tolkien weekend’ at the 
Birmingham Oratory, 1st — 2nd September 2023. This 
appears to also form the official launch event for the 
new Holly Ordway book on Tolkien’s faith, a book 
(which according to its stated dates) should start 
shipping on 30th August. Pre-ordering now. There’s 
also a long pre-release Word on Fire YouTube 
interview with Ordway about the new book. 


*  Newon Archive.org to borrow, the major 

book Tolkien: a cultural phenomenon (2003). 
Beautifully written, at least to me, although one 
reviewer observed that the tone might be too didactic 
and British for American academics. The Archive.org 
scan is the expanded second edition with a 
heavyweight and politically astute chapter on “Tolkien 
in the History of Ideas”... 


“Tn the first edition of this book in 1992 I treated what I 
called Tolkien’s ‘theological anarchism’ somewhat 
apologetically and marginally, as if it would be better cut 
away. But I now believe that it is essentially related to 
Tolkien’s overall ethical vision, and that that vision is a 
compelling one.” 


*  Newon YouTube at the end of July, a recording of 
the talk “Pity & Tolkien” given at the ‘Interchanging 
Melodies’ online event in summer 2023. 
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$ Early issues of Orcrist (1968-1977, 2017) from the 
University of Wisconsin J.R.R. Tolkien Society. These are 
being freely placed online, and a scan of the bumper 100- 
page issue #1 has just arrived. Issues now online contain, 
among other early scholarly articles... 


“Tolkien in the Letters of C.S. Lewis” (#1) 
“Saruman’s Vision of a New Order” (#1) 

‘olor Symbolism in The Lord of the Rings” (#8) 
‘he Conservatism of J.R.R. Tolkien” (#8) 
“What Are Ents Made Of?” (#8) 


+ The Quettar: Bulletin of the Linguistic Fellowship of 
the Tolkien Society Vol. 5 (1991 to 1995) has recently been 
recreated from scans, and is now available in paper via the 
Lulu.com print-on-demand site. The first four volumes 
(1980 to 1990) are also available in the same way. A free 
Index is available. 


+ Little Delvings in the Marsh (beta), my new custom 
search-tool for Tolkien scholars. Currently ‘in beta’ with a 
bare search-box and indexing 140+ websites, journals and 
pages. It doesn’t index wikis, forums, fan-fiction etc. You 
may see Google’s text-advert at the top of results (I don’t 
benefit from these). But the advert-bar is easily blocked 
via uBlock Origin or a similar good ad-blocker. 


* New on Archive.org to borrow, the book From 
Narnia to a Space Odyssey: the war of ideas between 
Arthur C. Clarke and C.S. Lewis (2003). I’d never heard 
of this book before, despite my mild interest in Clarke 
(mostly in his ocean work and books, which could use 
some audiobooks if anyone’s interested). Clarke of course 
being the famous British futurist and best-selling science- 
fiction writer. He must have approved this book, since he 
wrote the opening and closing sections. 
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+ The full Programme PDF for the International 
Congress on the Study of the Middle Ages (July 2023). 
This year the Tolkien strands, as finalised, included some 
talks I'd not previously noted in Gleanings... 


— “Dark are the Pathless Ways” (unknown content, but intriguing title) 

— “Travel and the Quest Motif in Tolkien’s Work” (with the above talk) 

— “Tolkien Studies and the ‘Theological Turn” 

— “Oath-Making and Oath-Keeping in Tolkien — Literary Devices or 
Spiritual Statements?” 


* The Oxford Mail has a glowing Theatre Review: The 
Hobbit at the Oxford Playhouse. This was a major local 
youth production. Later reviews were also positive. 


+ Many thanks to ‘Elise’ for making me aware that 
there’s a 2019 Dimitra Fimi talk on YouTube. This is a 
good 50-minute overview survey of the uses of the fox in 
Tolkien (with audience singing, even), and I hadn’t 
encountered it before. I was interested to learn that 
there’s a 1826 Scots version of ‘The fox went out’ short 
folk-song — but curiously neither Fimi nor the audience 
mention that its line “The wind’s in the west” is also the 
same line in LoTR. The line is said by Sam, and at the 
start of the section relating to the appearance of the 
talking fox. I’ve found that this line was also known to 
Beatrix Potter, as found in a 1911 letter to her publisher 
explaining the name ‘Tod’ for The Tale of Mr. Tod (1912). 
It came via the same Scots folk-song, by the look of it... 


“Tod’ is surely a very common name for a fox? It is probably 
Saxon, it was the word in ordinary use in Scotland a few years 
ago, probably is still amongst the country people. [...] “Hey 
quoth the Tod / it’s a braw bright night! / The wind’s in the 
west / and the moon shines bright” — Mean to say you never 
heard that?” 
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Talso wasn’t aware of the 1920s Tolkien poem 
“Regingardus the fox”, which Fimi mentions in passing, 
apparently one of a set of four early poems inspired by 
medieval bestiaries. Nor did I recall previously hearing 
about Tolkien’s early 1909 boyhood “Book of the Foxrook” 
linguistic / animalic notebook. 


$ On Archive.org for free, What the children sing: a 
book of the most popular rhymes & games (1915). 
Apparently Tolkien’s wife Edith owned this, and this was 
where he took the notation for the old folk tunes (“The fox 
went out...” etc) as the basis for some of the Middle-earth 
songs. Thanks to someone in the audience of the Fimi talk 
(see above) for mentioning this. 


+ It looks like Thomas Honegger’s book Tweaking 
Things a Little: Essays on the Epic Fantasy of J.R.R. 
Tolkien and G.R.R. Martin (July 2023) may have been 
published, though only in paper. No ebook, from which 
one might learn more about that’s in it, and how much of 
the book has been seen before as essays and papers. The 
publisher Walking Tree only gives the book’s vague higher 
level section headings (e.g. “Languages”), each of which I 
guess may hold essays or essay-blends. 


+ A forthcoming book title... Creating Creatures: The 
Science and Imagination Behind Tolkien’s Iconic Species. 
Isee the author produced an “evolutionary history of the 
cat” book in 2023 on the many new discoveries on 
mysteriously meandering moggie movements in pre- 
history, and a 2017 book on the predictability (or not) of 
evolution. He’s thus a proper science writer in the Matt 
Ridley mould. Thus a book on Middle-earth creatures 
looks promising, especially if it can be pleasingly 
illustrated without copyright lawyers swooping on it. 
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+ Tolkien scholar Charles E. Noad has passed away. 


* Newly released by the Tolkien Society, “Obituary: 
Charles Noad”. 


$ The Italian Tolkien Association has an article on 
Charles Noad and his work. In Italian but easily auto- 
translated. 


+ Tolkien scholar Austin Freeman (Tolkien 
Dogmatics) on “Why Should Theologians Read H.P. 
Lovecraft?” (March 2023). 


*  A130+ minute podcast on Tolkien’s Letters On 
Anarcho-Monarchy (May 2023) with Professor Rachel 
Brown (medieval history at the University of Chicago). 


* Anew book collection of work by David 

Bratman, Gifted Amateurs and Other Essays: On Tolkien, 
the Inklings, and Fantasy Literature (2023). Available 
now as a $10 Kindle ebook from Mythopoeic Press. 
Among others, this has essays on... 


— The Artistry of Omissions and Revisions in The Lord of the Rings. 
— “Smith of Wootton Major” and Genre Fantasy. 

— Yes, There Is Religion in Middle-earth. 

— The Making of a Tolkien Fan: A Personal Reminiscence. 


* At the University of Oxford, “How to write The Lord 
of the Rings”. Being “a series of free seminars [starting in 
early October 2023] aimed at those who have read 
Tolkien’s work but are interested in gaining a bit more 
insight into his life, career, and writings.” Includes Simon 
Horobin on “J.R.R. Tolkien: The Making of a Philologist” 
on 22nd November 2023. Face-to-face with limited 
auditorium capacity, booking now. 
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Those lucky enough to be in Oxford may be also interested 
in the Oxford Seminars in Cartography Conference, which 
is to include what sounds like the introductory talk “Artful 
maps: exploring the visual culture of cartography” on 26th 
September 2023. This has obvious relevance to Tolkien’s 
work with maps. 


+ Slowly being scanned and freely placed online, Green 
Dragon (1966-1972), the ‘zine of the early Tolkien Society 
of America. Another new issue was added in July 2023. If 
you own any of the still-missing issues or similar rare early 
Tolkien ‘zines, I’m sure they'd be glad to have a set of 
scans. 


+ Freely available online, “Tolkien and Comparative 
Historical Linguistics: Some insights from the earliest 
works on Elvish languages” (2022)... “This paper aims to 
identify the influence of Tolkien’s academic background in 
the field of linguistic studies on the creation of his Elvish 
languages.” 


+ There’s now an official Web page for Tolkien’s Words 
and Worlds at the University of Oxford... 


“The aim of the conference is to exhibit and reflect on the range of 
different approaches, methodologies, and backgrounds with which 
Tolkien has been studied in the past 50 years”. 


The dates are 2nd-3rd September 2023, with a 31st July 
registration deadline. The page also reveals details of 
interesting topics, which among others include... 


— Tolkien’s Biographical Studies: a Long History. 

— Tolkien’s Anglo-Saxon Scholarship and Fiction. 

— Kipling’s Medievalism and Tolkien’s Book of Lost Tales. 
— Tolkien and the Place of Philology in English Studies. 
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Also exhibitions at Exeter and Merton College. Registering 
now. Looks like about £125 would get you an overnight 
room + lunch/refreshments, then your rail fare on top. 
Many people in the UK might do it for under £200. 


* Added to Archive.org to borrow, a year ago, the 
book Evocation of Virgil in Tolkien’s Art (1986). See also 
the blog post “Echoes of Vergil” in Tolkien and this week’s 
follow-on post which offers a note on “C.S. Lewis and 
William Shakespeare on Vergil”. 


* In the German scholarly journal for Christian 
culture, Stimmen der Zeit 148 (August 2023), an article 
whose title translates as “Green Sun: J.R.R. Tolkien, 
Creation and Technology”... “The article first 

appeared in Etudes and was translated from French by 
Stefan Kiechle”. Not open-access in either case, by the look 
of it. But obviously felt to be important enough to 
translate, which makes the article notable here. 


+ A Tolkien Reading Chart v.2023-07b, giving an 
overview of Tolkien works published to 2023. It’s under 
Creative Commons Attribution so there’s an opportunity 
here for an artist and designer to give this a makeover, I’d 
suggest. I can also imagine a “by reading age” wall-chart. 


* Anew Tolkien Society one-day seminar 

event, Secondary Believers, Secondary Worlds: Tolkien 
and Religion in the Twenty-First Century. Set for 26th 
November 2023. The call-for-papers is now live, with a 8th 
September 2023 deadline. The organisers of the.... 


“seminar welcome fresh and innovative treatments of the 
generative interactivity between Tolkien’s fiction, Tolkien’s 
faith, and the faith (or lack thereof) of the readers [who draw 
on Middle-earth].” 
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*  Newin Fields: journal of Huddersfield student 
research, “How Architecture Expresses Character Traits 
in Middle-earth: analysing the great dwarven cities of 
Moria & Erebor”. 


* The Guild of St. George offers “A Tolkien reading 
walk” in early September 2023. It’s said that this is just 
one event, as... “the Bewdley Museum and Ruskin Land 
are holding a Tolkien weekend in Bewdley, in 
collaboration with the University of Birmingham”. But 
there are no further details at present, other than the 
walk. Bewdley is a town in the Worcestershire 
countryside, about six miles the other side of The Black 
Country, in the West Midlands of England. The event is 
not listed on the Museum’s “What’s On” page, and I 
don’t see any associated exhibition (yet). Though I guess 
there may well be scope for a small regional show which 
celebrates Tolkien’s connections with Worcestershire, 
and then tours the county’s libraries and museums. 


$ I see that a recent series of online lectures has been 
and gone. “Tolkien, Christianity, and Art” was offered by 
the Lumen Christi Institute, 18th — 22nd July 2023. 


*  Newon Archive.org to borrow, the book Fantasy 
and Science-Fiction Medievalisms (2015). This includes 
an opening survey of “Low-culture Receptions of 
Tolkien’s High Fantasy”. 


# News of a forthcoming book, The Literary Role of 
History in the Fiction of J.R.R. Tolkien. Due 2nd 
January 2024, and pre-ordering at a whopping £130 
($170). Erm, a three-volume set, then? Nope, a standard 
academic book with a standard robo-cover from 
Routledge. But the contents do sound interesting... 


2023 TOLKIEN GLEANINGS 2 


“While most criticism has concentrated on Tolkien’s use of 
historical traditions of northern Europe, this book argues that 
Tolkien also valued Southern and Mediterranean pasts and 
registered the Germanic and the Scandinavian pasts as they 
related to other histories as much as his vision of them 
included a primeval mythic aura.” 


The TOCs suggest that the author will have chapters on 
Ancient Rome, the Goths, and Byzantium. The author has 
previously published Barbarian Memory: The Legacy of 
Early Medieval History in Early Modern Literature 
(2013), which again sounds encouraging. I’d hope for a 
complex explication of exactly how Tolkien’s Northern 
sources could have sometimes reflected or been 
influenced by sources from the Near East, beyond the 
obvious influences from the Bible and perhaps Virgil. 
Definitely one for the Wish-list. 


* Cambridge University’s Centre for the Study of 
Platonism is to host a conference on Participation and 
Subcreation in September 2023, devoted to Tolkien and 
Owen Barfield. 


* A three-day “online summit”, Interchanging 
Melodies: Tolkien, Religion & Beyond. This had a good 
roster of speakers but not much notice was given, since it 
ran 28th — 30th July 2023... 


“The cost? A course like this is typically offered for $99 or 
more, but contribute whatever you can to help make this 
possible for everyone. No human is turned down for lack of 
funds. If you would like to sponsor someone or host a group 
let us know. [...] The complete summit content collection will 
be available on the password protected resource page. The 
downloadable audio and video of each session will be 
uploaded there and available for at least a year.” 
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+ Newin French, but easily auto-translated, the open- 
access article “Tolkien et l’art des differentes echelles 
cosmiques” (‘Tolkien and the art of different cosmic 
scales’). 


* The recent book In the House of Tom Bombadil now 
has a Group Study Guide and bundle. The Journal of 
Inklings Studies had an open-access review of the book. 


a 


In the HOUSE of 
TOM BOMBADIL 


ft GROUP sTUDY MF 
GUIDE 


$ The Tolkien Society posted 14 new YouTube 
videos last week. These are talks from their recent 


conference on Numenor and its fall, by the look of them. 


* Freely online, a PhD thesis for Marquette 
University, The Fantastic and the First World 

War (2019). This argues that what we would now 
recognise as modern fantasy literature was “an essential 
means of representing and responding” to what had 
happened, and was an attempt by soldiers to 
communicate wartime experiences to a wider public. 
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# New to me, the University Press of Kentucky 

book Ents, Elves. and Eriador: The Environmental Vision 
of J.R.R. Tolkien (2006). It places, in the words of the 
Foreword, strong emphasis on “the old-fashioned language 
of stewardship” and has a short Afterword by Tom 
Shippey. Both of which sound promising. I also see that 
one of the two authors has a substantial bookstore 

talk “The Medieval Roots of Tolkien’s Philosophical 

Ideas” (2012) in audio at Archive.org. 


* Anew blog-post considers The Battle of Maldon... 


“[there is a] tendency of a certain kind of historian to doubt or 
dismiss any story that has even the rudiments of a literary 
shape. [They fear] the intrusion of fiction into reality, or 
perhaps some shadowy figure reshaping raw material to suit a 
literary design. At worst, it represents deliberate falsehood with 
a political purpose — that is, propaganda. Tolkien here 
correctly inverts that suspicion.” 


* Descriptions for the Tolkien Collection at Marquette 
University in the USA. I hadn’t realised it was also 
effectively a Tolkien research library, with fairly large sub 
collections of choice “Secondary Material Relating to 
J.R.R. Tolkien, 1938-2015” and “Periodical Literature on 
Tolkien and Related Fantasy Writers, 1960-”, plus several 
large fandom collections. A library search of the Marquette 
Libraries catalogue will show you the titles of most 
published books there, via searches for ‘Tolkien’, ‘Middle- 
earth’, etc. 


*  Acall for papers for the U.S. Hybrid Kalamazoo, 9th- 
11th May 2024... “The ‘Tolkien at Kalamazoo’ area will be 
organizing six sessions for the 2024 conference: three are 
in-person, and three are virtual. The proposal deadline is 
15th September.” 
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# New on YouTube from the Thomistic Institute, “The 
Catholic Vision Of J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord Of The 
Rings”. Professor Paul Gondreau’s... “talk was given on 
14th March 2023 at Brown University” in Providence, 
New England. A bit slow to get going, and at the end de- 
railed by student questions about the screen adaptations 
(tip to lecturers: one might invite questions ‘about the 
books only’), but otherwise rather good. 


+ On YouTube, Joseph Pearce newly interviewed 
on “How G.K. Chesterton Influenced Narnia & Middle- 
earth”. 


+ An International Congress on Chesterton, Tolkien 
and C.S. Lewis in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 20th-23rd July 
2023, seemingly with a large Mexican contingent flying in. 


Il CONGRESO INTERNACIONAL 


FE, ARTE Y MITO 


JRA TOLKIEN — GK CHESTERTON — CS LEWIS 


Interesting for the use of Al-gen portraits on the Congress 
flyer. AI tell-tales: sinister fantasy-painting like figures in 
the background of the Tolkien picture, and his nose is 
pointy/drooping; Chesterton’s glasses are not round and 
his neck-tie is not properly fitted under the collar; and the 
ear is too big on Lewis (unless he really did have huge 
‘hobbit ears’). 
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* The Silmarillion Writers’ Guild — a leading Tolkien 
fan fiction repository and forum — posted a call for an 
Assistant Art Editor (voluntary) in July 2023. Note that 
the site has a complete ban on AI assisted works. 


+ Anew Tolkien creature, the ‘bicycle-horse’, as found 
in part of a letter newly extracted from the 

book Wheelbarrows at Dawn. However Lovecraft did it 
first, as usual, when in middle-childhood he imagined 
himself a “bicycle-centaur”. 


* Non-subscribers can learn what's in Amon 

Hen #300, since Tolkien Gateway now has the TOCs. The 
300th issue included, among others... “Memorable 
Moments in my Fifty Years in the Tolkien Society by 
Jessica Yates” and “My Father the Artist by Priscilla 
Tolkien”. I’m uncertain if that last has been seen before, 
or not. 


* On the University of Maryland YouTube 

channel, Book Launch: The Battle of Maldon by J.R.R. 
Tolkien (May 2023)... “Join [editor] Peter Grybauskas as 
he discusses [the new Maldon book] with Verlyn Flieger 
and Chip Crane” in a one-hour discussion. 


*  Newon Archive.org to borrow, An Anglo-Saxon and 
Celtic bibliography (450-1087). Published in 1957 and 
thus perhaps useful to Tolkien scholars, being a snapshot 
of the available literature prior to The Lord of the Rings. 


# New to me, The spiritual Tolkien milieu: a study of 
fiction-based religion (2014). The thesis is open-access 
under Creative Commons Attribution, and the PDFs are 
chapters to be found in a long sidebar. It finds that the 
attempt at forming a primary-world “spiritual Tolkien 
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milieu is tiny”, and that these pioneering practitioners 
appear to focus on the elves. 


*  Anewissue of the journal An Unexpected Journal is 
themed “King Arthur Legendarium: Prose, Poetry, & 
Scholarship”. This latest issue being Vol. 6, Book 2 
(Summer 2023). This had a four-hour launch party on 
YouTube. Subscribe to the channel to hear about future 
events. Looking at the current journal contents I see it’s 
all Arthurian items in this issue, though some Sir 
Gawain and some C.S. Lewis. But the appearance of this 
new issue spurred me to systematically look at what else 
is available in the list of back issues and contents. Of 
interest I see, free in PDF and here in date order... 


A Holly Ordway special issue, including among others: 


- “An Interview with Holly Ordway” and a review of her book 

on Tolkien’s Reading. 

- “Peak Middle-earth: Why Mount Doom is not the Climax of The 
Lord of the Rings*. 

- “A Passage to Something Better” (on Tolkien and virtue). 

- “Gandalf: The Prophetic Mentor”. 

- “Middle-earth and the Middle Ages”. 


-“Thorin and Bilbo: Image Bearers”. 


Then the 2020 and some 2019 issues are listed by theme 
but these are not online. Of these, “The Worlds of J.R.R. 
Tolkien” issue can be had in Kindle ebook at £7 UK 
(about $10). The listing on Amazon UK has the TOCs for 
this issue. Moving further down the list of back-issues, 
the free PDFs return. I see there... 


- “The Imaginative Power of Sub-Creation” (Tolkien). 
- “The Lord of the Rings and Consolation Concerning Death”. 
- “The Heroism of the Ordinary in The Lord of the Rings*. 
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* Free on Archive.org, Songs for the 
Philologists (2023 Kyrmse edition).. This was also noted 
a while back in Tolkien Gleanings. But this is newer... 


“This version (July 2023) has been revised, edited and set in 
the Gentium typeface by Ronald Kyrmse [...] with one 
additional poem (“Grace”)”. 


+ A PhD for Vanderbilt University, free in 

PDF, Enduring Worlds, New Horizons: The Nature of 
the Gesamtkunstwerk in Three Re-Imaginings of the 
Nibelung Legend (June 2023). One of which is The Lord 
of the Rings. Considers that LoTR qualifies as an 
innovative and (in due course of time) a successful 
Gesamtkunstwerk (‘the total work’) alongside the works 
of Wagner and Fritz Lang. Finds that... “Tolkien’s work 
offers a valuable lens through which Lang and Wagner 
can be profitably explored”. Yes, I can see how Tolkien’s 
stated desire to leave... “scope for other minds and hands, 
wielding paint and music and drama” could be 
understood as a desire for something approaching ‘the 
total work’, albeit not all by his own hand. A sort of 
dispersed and cumulative Gesamtkunstwerk. With 
Tolkien more akin to a slow preparative gardener of 
culture, than the impresario of a brief hill-top Ragnarok 
of a multimedia rock-opera. And with his ‘other hands’ 
comment said of a time when one might have justifiably 
trusted that other hands and minds could carry on a 
steady and sympathetic cultivation of his rich soil. In all 
this he was somewhat akin to his contemporary H.P. 
Lovecraft, who shared his Mythos with an ever-widening 
circle of young writers and artists, a generous gift that in 
time spiralled out and then further out and made him the 
most influential writer of the 20th century — in terms of 
his vast and on-going impact on popular culture. In 2023 
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it’s now increasingly possible to think that Tolkien is set 
to do the same for the 21st century, as his ideas move 
beyond the writers of doorstop fantasy trilogies and 
spread out into the wider culture. His grander ambition 
for an organically growing grassroots Legendarium was 
of course somewhat frozen in time by the Medusa-glare of 
copyright, but that won't last for all that much longer. 


$ France’s Arte.tv has a new short but well-made 
video preview of the current one-man exhibition “John 
Howe, lillustrateur de Tolkien” in Brittany, France. Not 
on YouTube. 


+ The University of Maryland abroad: Tolkien in 
Oxford, possibly with a 1st October 2023 deadline... 


“You will get a chance to visit the halls of Merton and Exeter 
College in Oxford University, conduct research at the 
Bodleian Library where many of Tolkien’s manuscripts are 
housed, and hold writing workshops over meals in the same 
cozy inns frequented by Tolkien and his colleagues. [...] Non- 
UMD Students Eligible to Apply: Yes”. 


+ A Masters dissertation for Liberty University, 

on “The Interplay Between Language and Culture in 

J.R.R. Tolkien’s Middle-earth” (January 2023). Finds... 
“that J.R.R. Tolkien used Northern influences to appeal to his 


English audience, while he used general principles of 
linguistics to appeal to a worldwide audience.” 


* New in the Japanese open-access journal Studies of 
Language and Culture, “Eucatastrophe and Satori: 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s Legendarium as Interreligious 

Myth” (June 2023, in English). A short survey of 
“unintentional Buddhist thematic resonances” in Tolkien. 


2023 TOLKIEN GLEANINGS: 20 


+ New to me, a blog on ‘Nymphology — a blog about 
nymphs ~ their nature, habitats and history’. Being a side 
project from the author of the worthy British Fairies blog. 
Somewhat Tolkien related, in that it is likely that nymphs 
(in paintings and book illustration) played a part in the 
early conceptualisation and visualisation of the elves... 


“The Men who journeyed westward were in general those who 
remained in closest touch with the true Eledai, and for the 
most part they were drawn west by the rumour of a land in or 
beyond the Western Sea which was beautiful, and was the 
home of the Eledai where all things were fair and ordered to 
beauty [...] Thus it is that the more beautiful legends 
(containing truths) arose, of oreads, dryads, and nymphs; and 
of the Ljos-alfar [the ‘light-elves’].” (Tolkien, from “The 
Theory Of The Work”, HoME, Sauron Defeated). 

* The call-for-papers for ‘Failures in print and 

audiovisual culture’ may interest, given the continuing 

litany of failure in Tolkien licensed media... 
“We are interested in those books, comics, magazines, 
videogames, films or series that form the uncanonical, 


illegitimate refuse of modern culture” in the English-speaking 
world.” 


Plenty to choose from. Deadline: 6th November 2023. 


+ Even more ruins! Tolkien’s Medievalism in Ruins 
II (yes, I) calls for papers on ruins in either the wider 
Legendarium or in movie adaptations. Amusingly, partly 
organised by the appropriately named “Slippery Rock 
University”. Deadline: 30th September 2023. 


* Sean Grundy’s 55-minute afternoon radio-play 
“Tolkien in Love” (2017), now newly on YouTube. I see 
that it’s also on Archive.org in .MP3, uploaded a year ago. 
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+ New in The European Conservative, and freely 
available online, the long and learned article “Tolkien’s 
True Love”. 


+ Registration is still open for Franciscan University’s 
conference on Tolkien... titled “A Long-Expected Party: A 


Semicentennial Celebration of Tolkien’s Life, Works and 
Afterlife, the conference will focus on all aspects of 
Tolkien’s life and work, including his most recent 
posthumous publications”. 22nd-23rd September 2023, 
near the city of Pittsburgh, USA. 


The blurb notes, with some justification, that... “2023 is a 
significant turning point in Tolkien studies because the 
generation of scholars that truly knew him is entering 
retirement”. But also wrongly assumes that there is 
therefore a dearth of scholarship. The organisers either 
haven't been looking, or have only been looking in the big 
academic subscription databases, or they need to be more 
specific and say that there should be more 

explicitly religious and Catholic scholarship. 


+ Some details of a film and stage play titled Tolkien 
and Lewis: An Unlikely Friendship, with both projects 
pencilled in for a “2026” release. Presumably not to be 
confused with the forthcoming five-part Web series that 
was filming and VFX-ing in the UK recently, The Forge of 
Friendship: J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis (shooting title 
‘Fellowship: Tolkien & Lewis’). 


* ‘Collecting Tolkien: A History of a Tolkien 
Obsession’, a talk at Brighton library (at Rochester, near 
Buffalo and Toronto)... 
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“Tolkien enthusiast Georg Nadorff will describe ... four 
decades of book collecting, encompassing tens of thousands 
of individual volumes and items.” 
The talk has been and gone (22nd June 2023) but 
university collections staff may be interested in making 
contact, and perhaps there’s also a recording of the talk 
available? 
* I wonder if Mr. Nadorff has this one? New on 
Archive.org to borrow, the book What’s the name. 
please? A guide to the correct pronunciation of current 
prominent names (1936)... 


Presumably had via, and quoting, a letter from Tolkien 
himself. 


* Anew blog post on “Tolkien the Realist” in relation 

to Romanticism. Being a response to a recent interview... 
“Tn a recent interview in The Bookmonger [the podcast] by John J. 
Miller of the National Review, Carol Zeleski describes the Inklings 
as “the last of the Romantics.” In the case of J.R.R. Tolkien, I could 
not disagree more.” 

*  Open-access in the new 2023 edition of British and 

American Studies (Romania), “Negotiating Meaning in 

The Translation of Riddles in J.R.R. Tolkien’s The 

Hobbit”. 


* — Anew blog post in Wormwoodiana, “Those Were 
the Days of the Comet” suggests why the birth of fantasy 
and science-fiction was accompanied — or in some cases 
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perhaps spurred by — bright comets in the sky... 


“One explanation offered for the sequence of spectacular 
comets during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries is 
that a perturbation of the Oort Cloud, out on the boundary of 
interstellar space, caused them to be jolted from their remote 
orbits and sent curving inwards towards the Sun on 
millennia-long parabolic paths.” 


Those who have read my new book Tree & Star (now also 
available in paperback) will know that the birth of the 
Legendarium was accompanied by such a naked-eye / 
day-visible comet over England. 


cs New on Archive.org to borrow, The Ring and the 
Cross: Christianity and the writings of J.R.R. 

Tolkien (2011) from Fairleigh Dickinson University 
Press. 


+ “Clambering Hobbits and Marching Soldiers: 
Finnish and English Translations of Manner of Motion in 
Tolkien’s The Hobbit or There and Back Again and 
Linna’s Tuntematon Sotilas* (2023). A Masters 
dissertation in English for the University of Eastern 
Finland. Some readers may not be too interested in the 
tumbling and back-flips involved in translation work, but 
the extraction of all the motion-words from The 

Hobbit could be a useful time-saver for those writing 
about motion/ walking / distances. Has extensive colour- 
coded tables at the back. 


*  Anewsurvey article “Traditional Second-Hand 
Bookshops in Britain”. Finds that... 


“the idea that ‘traditional’ bookshops are disappearing is a 
tradition in itself.” 
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+ Posted on a Spanish forum, as a spur to a general 
discussion of Tolkien, a map I’d not seen before. The text 
at the bottom was too small to read. But the style 
suggested the 1960s U.S. paperback cover-artist Barbara 
Remington. This thought led me to a fine 3,000px scan of 
the map still freely online at Boston Rare Maps. Turns out 
that Ballantine Books sold her rather pleasing map by mail 
for $1.50, back in the 1960s. The maps don’t show up on 
eBay today, if a PicClick search is anything to go by. 
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Although one has to wonder how many fans can actually 
properly ‘read’ the Middle-earth maps. A 2021 OS 
survey of 2,000 people found that 77% (nearly four 
people in every five) can’t read a standard British O.S. 


nm 


OS 1:25,000 map example, near Stoke-on-Trent. Red-pink dashed 
lines are public footpaths across country. 

60% of people also admitted they get lost because they 
can’t even follow a simple way-marked map shown on a 
mobile phone screen. There’s perhaps an opportunity 
here to run short-courses in “Tolkien and the joy of 
maps’ teaching regular map-making / map-reading 
skills, and based not only on the Middle-earth maps but 
also on the fact that Tolkien was a Signals Officer — a 
job for which swift map-reading was a vital skill. Could 
be combined with Strider-like ‘natural wayfinding’ for 
North-South orientation, since many people are unable 
to maintain their orientation to north when walking. 
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+ Tolkien’s ‘trench fever’ could soon be cured with 
relative ease. Researchers at the University of Basel in 
Switzerland... “have discovered neutralizing antibodies, 
which prevent bacterial infections or bring them to a halt” 
in cases of what is commonly known as ‘trench fever’. 


+ New to me, and uploaded to Archive.org last April, 
Tolkien and Gordon’s Songs for the Philologists in a 2007 
OCR edition with Tolkien’s contributions starred. Has a 
different version of Sam’s “A Bump o’ the Boot” (‘Root of 
the Boot’) troll song, than that in LoTR. Tom Shippey has 
expert translations of four of the more personal poems by 
Tolkien, in the back of The Road to Middle Earth. 


+ Tolkien’s original of “The Root of the Boot” song 
(1923). The scan is freely available online via Leeds 
University. It’s different from Sam’s troll song in LoTR. 


£ New in Spiked!, “Collecting old books is now a radical 
act”, an article on recent book censorship. So far as I’m 
aware, there have only been two such instances affecting 
Tolkien’s text. Tolkien’s own early removal from The 
Hobbit of a reference to Bilbo seeing “a tinker” (i.e. 
itinerant, nomadic hobbit, of a type elsewhere mentioned 
in LoTR) ambling by when the dwarves were making their 
way out of the Shire. And Elrond’s use of the words “lesser 
men” at the Council of Elrond in LoTR never made it to 
Christopher Tolkien’s Silmarillion: while LoTR had “the 
blood of the Numenoreans became mingled with that of 
lesser men.”, the Silmarillion had “For the blood of the 
Numenoreans became much mingled with that of other 
men”. Those are the only instances I know of. 
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* Now freely available online “Middle America Meets 
Middle-earth: American Publication and Discussion of 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, 1954-1969” (2003). 
Described as a Masters degree “paper”, for the School of 
Information at the University of North Carolina. 


* The Urbana Theological Seminary’s Tolkien 
Conference. I see there have been six conferences so far, 
the last in 2022. There are some videos online for 

2021 and there’s a new 50-minute podcast 

interview (June 2023) with the main conference 
organiser. 


* The unfinished teenage novel “The Quest of 
Bleheris” by C.S. Lewis... “In 2021, Inklings scholar Don 
W. King was able to provide a full transcription of “The 
Quest of Bleheris” in Sehnsucht journal. Recently, 
Sehnsucht has become an open-access journal.” It’s thus 
freely available. His youthful attempt at a novel was an 
Arthurian romance in the William Morris style. 


* Anew article at the Archives and Manuscripts 
Dept. of the Bodleian Library... 


“As some of you may know, since 2011 the Bodleian 
has been archiving websites, which are collected in the 
Bodleian Libraries Web Archive (BLWA) and made 
publicly accessible through the platform Archive-it [...] 
you can find websites of societies dedicated to the 
study of famous authors whose papers are kept at the 
Bodleian [Tolkien, Larkin, etc]. We are happy to 
consider suggestions from our users about websites 
that could be suitable additions to the collection.” 


A good opportunity to get into the Bodleian! 
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* The journal Fantasy Art and Studies has produced 
five new issues since I last looked (back then they had just 
released the “Arthurian Fantasy” issue, Autumn 2019). 
The journal is mostly in French, but usually has a few 
English items. I see there was a Spring 2021 “Enchanted 
Music” issue, which had the essay “Singing into Being: 
Defamiliarisation as Creation in J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. 
Lewis” in English. Free-to-read online, in flipbook form. 


* A two-page article in the latest edition of the British 
paid-for magazine The Oldie introduces unsuspecting 
oldies to Tolkien. The article seems quite a reasonable two 
-page introduction, for those who previously had no idea 
at all about Tolkien the man. 


ee a The article’s author 

On the Hobbit trai ug lived in Oxford in the 
T. = a 1950s, and recalls that 

Tolkien... “lived for a 
while in what looked 
like a blackened witch’s 
house opposite my 
lodgings in Holywell 
Street.” This “witch 
house” would be 99 Holywell Street (1950-53), which 
today appears to have had its thick black grime partly sand 
blasted back to the pale ashlar stone. Historic Oxford has 
it that his son Christopher Tolkien then had the house 
from 1954-1967. 


In which case... was this the primary site for the work 
on The Silmarillion? Or was that work done elsewhere? 
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99 Hollywell Street, Oxford. 


* Composer Paul Corfield Godfrey and the 

Welsh Volante Opera / Prima Facie have released the 
fifth and final part of his “The Silmarillion as opera’ series 
of recordings. 


+ Newly and freely online, the Presentation Abstracts 
book PDF for the forthcoming conference Mythmoot X: 
‘Homeward Bound’. The talk on “The Hobbit and Middle 
Age” looks intriguing, considering as it does Tolkien’s 
appreciation of “the nature and value” of late middle age 
and old age. 


+ ‘J.R.R. Tolkien — the forgotten text interviews’ 
offers Tolkien’s side of the magazine and newspaper 
interviews he gave, and has these read by one of the 
better old TTS generated robo-voices, though this is not 
as good as the new AI TTS voices. ‘Part One’ (40 minutes, 
March 2023) is on YouTube. It seems that ‘Part Two’ has 
not yet been posted. 
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+ Nancy Bunting is seeking information about the 
coastal command structure relating to the First World 
War Acoustic Mirror at Kilnsea. Tolkien was posted to 
the coast as an officer, but... 
“The sticking point is who was in command of the acoustic 
mirror at Kilnsea? We believe it has to be the Royal Garrison 
Artillery at Spurn Point, but we don’t have documentation”. 
Her enquiry, on the Great War Forum, is almost an essay 
in itself. However, this also notes that... 
“I need to make if very clear that even though Tolkien was an 
experienced and trained Signals officer (we know he had 
training for and used a Fullerphone in the fall of 1916), he 
was NOT in the loop for the acoustic mirror [a large sonic 
monolith, used to track incoming Zeppelin airship bombers]. 
That was in a different jurisdiction.” 
+ Mid-Staffordshire’s Stone Ramblers will be 
undertaking a 10 mile walk over Tolkien Trail & Great 
Haywood on 19th October 2023. They’re a local walking 
group, Stone being the pleasant railway/river town 
between the city of Stoke-on-Trent and the county-town 
of Stafford. The trail is genuine, unlike some in England. 
Tolkien was there, and the trail covers many places he 
knew. 


* — The new Jerusalem 365 podcast looks at the history 
of “The Hebrew Translation of Tolkien”... “After their 
plane was downed over Egypt, Israeli soldiers translated 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit while they were in captivity.” 


* In July publisher Walking Tree posted eight new 
links to new Tolkien book reviews and another one later. 
Most have already been linked here at Tolkien Gleanings. 
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* Hither Shore: Power and Authority in the Works of 
J.R.R. Tolkien — Band 16 (2019) has popped up on 
Google Books, and on Amazon UK and Amazon DE. No 
delivery is yet possible from the UK, but the German 
Amazon has it as “27th June 2023” and shipping. I seem 
to recall it was delayed by the lockdowns, and so it may 
be indeed be new despite the 2019 date. Anyway, the 
German Amazon has a ‘Look Inside’ and so the contents 
can be known... 


Inhalt 


VomenPace 


Vortrige zum Seminar 


+ A free sample article from the latest paid-for journal 
the Saint Austin Review (July/August 2023, Vol. 23, No. 
4) is the two-page “Who is Tom Bombadil?”. The issue 
also leads with “Chesterton, Tolkien, and Lewis in 
Elfland”, and later in the same issue there are ‘new 
voices’ items titled “Galadriel’s Mirror” and “Anduril, 
Flame of the West”. 
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a New on Amazon, a pre-order page for Thomas 
Honegger’s book Tweaking Things a Little: Essays on the 
Epic Fantasy of J.R.R. Tolkien and G.R.R. Martin. The 
book is to be a Walking Tree title of 466 pages, and 
according to Amazon is due on 19th July 2023. Though 
some other sources say September, while Honegger’s own 
site says August. Walking Tree Press has a new page for it 
Though it doesn’t give much away about the contents, just 
the sections under which the essays are collected... 


— Worldbuilding, Icebergs, Depth, and Enchantment. 
— Names, Onomastics, and Onomaturgy. 


— Languages. 
— Riders, Chivalry, and Knighthood. 
— Ethics. 


+ On Archive.org to borrow, the book The Return of 
Christian Humanism: Chesterton, Eliot, Tolkien, and the 


romance of history (2007). This appears to place Tolkien 
in the wider cultural context of an attempt at “a robust 


revival of Christian humanism”, at a time when relativist 
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modernism was rapidly growing in power and mainstream 
acceptance. I’m no historian of such things, other than 
perhaps via my extensive scholarly work on the earlier 
writer H.P. Lovecraft, and as such I wonder how much of a 
coherent programme that pushback was at the time. 
Though I guess one might see it that way in post-1968 
hindsight, and perhaps this arc of cultural-religious 
history bolstered Tolkien’s sense that he had fought in ‘the 
long defeat’ in the 1930s-1950s? 


*  Spain’s Universidade de Santiago de Compostela has 
a four-day Tolkien summer school, the title of which 
translates rather awkwardly as ‘Tolkien: a classic of our 
time’. Though the phrase ‘a classic vintage’ might work 
nicely and poetically in English. Anyway, the application 
deadline has gone. But some may be interested in visiting 
the link to see the list of introductory talks and names. 


+ In The Catholic Herald this week, “The untold tale of 
Tolkien’s faith”. The author has carefully read an advance 
access copy of the forthcoming Holly Ordway book... 


“Holly Ordway, my colleague and friend, has written a 
fantastic new book, Tolkien’s Faith: A Spiritual Biography [...] 
it is a sober and factual treatment of his entire life from a 
religious point of view. It gave me a totally fresh impression of 
the man. And I am not alone. Tolkien expert John Garth has 
said of Ordway’s work that he “learned far more reading it than 
even realised I needed to learn” [... this forthcoming book] is 
not hagiographical or triumphalist, but it is a triumph, a long 
overdue account of one of the last century’s most prominent 
and influential Catholics.” 


The book is due in September 2023, and will be launched 
at the Oratory in Birmingham, England in August. 
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+ New on Archive.org to borrow, a poor scan of Cor 
Blok’s A Tolkien tapestry: pictures to accompany The 
Lord of the Rings (2011). Imagine Tove Jansson’s 
Moomin book illustrations, crossed with the sort of 
stylised animals and people of the sort sometimes to found 
at the edges of early medieval illuminated manuscripts. 
Seems to be part of the 1960s/70s assumption that The 
Lord of the Rings was a children’s book like The Hobbit. 


+ The latest Providence magazine uses Tolkien to offer 
thoughts on “Ambiguity and Violence: A Christian 
Perspective”. Freely available online. 


+ Dates for the German Tolkien Days 2024 when... 
“more than 8,000 fantasy fans gather to bring Middle- 
earth to life”. 24th to 26th May 2024, on the Rhine in 
Germany. 

+ In July 2023, the annual Tolkien Magellan Society 


annual Council event, with talks and exhibitions and at 
least one life-sized troll... 
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They also do a very nice line in event posters... 


hail 
2 iN ui) ‘ 


| j 


\o poesia - charlas - recreacuentos 
juegos = musica jy mas! 


d Av.,Colon'956 8) 
cial We G # 


The Sociedad Tolkien Magallanes appears to be in 
Patagonia, South America, and obviously has a strong 
artistic side which might be tapped by other groups. 
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+ Nearby in Chile, South America, a two-day “Tolkien 
Opera’ event in July 2023... 
“Amigos de la Opera present a two-day cycle of song 
dedicated to the famous British author J.R.R. Tolkien. The 
voices of Violeta Juanez Rojas and Lili Cortes will breath life 
into the writer’s verses, accompanied on piano by Maria Rey 
Carmona and Toni Pons. They will also perform a series of 
songs published in 1967. The final day will also feature talks 
by different experts on the many aspects of Tolkien’s life and 
work”. 
* What looks like a new PhD for the University of 
Montreal, “Une interpretation semiotique de On Fairy- 
Stories: la formulation d’un modele Tolkienien du 
plurimonde et de l’experience fictionnelle” (2023). (A 
Semiotic Interpretation of “On Fairy-Stories”: 
Formulating a Tolkienian Model of Secondary Worlds 
and Fictional Experiences’). This appears to ask which of 
the academic semiotic models might best fit Tolkien, and 
then derives and refines a new ‘Tolkienian model’. Freely 
available online, in French. 


* Freely available online, the Portuguese 

essay “Boromir, Um heroi imperfeito” (Boromir, the 
imperfect hero’). A chapter from the new Portuguese 
book J.R.R. Tolkien: Construtor de Mundos. 
Personagens, Lugares e Adaptacoes (2023). Which also 
includes essays in Portuguese on “Sauron and his many 
names”; “On Beorn”; “Aragorn and Anduril: the 
representation of the hero and the medieval sword”; “On 
Norse Mythological Geography” and others. Seems to be 
the first in a series of books. What may be the website at 
almedina.net is not responding to a request from the UK. 
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$ The Art of Jay Johnstone, Part One, Part Two, 
and Part Three. These substantial free Substack posts 
offer extensive commentary on the art, which many will 
recall seeing an example of on the cover for the recent 
second edition of Tolkien’s es 
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Jay Johnstone’s website. 
+ In France, the nation’s Museum of the Great War 
is set to host a one-day conference on “Tolkien and the 
war: experience and representation’. The venue is a 
large museum of some 70,000 items, about ten miles 
east of Paris. I can’t find the speakers and topics, but 
tickets for Saturday 22nd July were found here and the 
page and details may still be there when you read this. 
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+ Il Pensiero Storico: Rivista internazionale di storia 
delle idee reviews Tolkien, Europa e la 

Tradizione (2022) in its Italian translation. The short 
book is found to offer... 


“an essay on the flavoursome soup of studies, readings, 
passions and professions that fed Tolkien's existence; the 
taste of which Berger evokes in every step of his examination. 
[Though] we are not dealing here with a specialized study, but 
a taster. Yet it is a seasoned introduction to Tolkien’s world, 
garnished with mythological materials, archetypal symbols of 
the European tradition, the vision of heroism and the 
relationship between technique and nature, and links with the 
cultural heritage of the West. [The book] recalls that “carrying 
the weight of tradition” forward is basically a moral duty for 
all of us.” 


$ “The Sound of Tolkien Metal”, a curated 22-hour 
playlist of what one has to assume is the best Tolkien- 
inspired heavy metal music. Google suggests it may date 
from the end of June 2023, and the dates on some of the 
250+ tracks it includes seems to confirm this. 


“the blasts of it smote the hills and echoed in the hollows, 
rising in a mighty shout above the roaring” (LoTR) 


The Sound of Tolkien Metal 
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+ A thoughtful new blog post in August, on “Music 
and Its Effects in The Hobbit”. 


e Popping up on Amazon UK, Theology and Tolkien: 
Practical Theology is a forthcoming single-author book of 
essays. Due in mid September 2023 and pre-ordering 
now with a £28 ebook. Has an endorsement from Thomas 
Honegger. Some of the essays also discuss the movie 
adaptation of LoTR. One advance reviewer usefully 
writes... 
“the essays in Estes’s collection use Tolkien’s Middle-earth 
writings to explore everyday themes such as friendship, home, 
and food, as well as more obviously theological concepts, like 
apostleship, salvation, and theodicy”. 
* The Journal of Tolkien Research has begun to fill 
up. I was pleased to see “Weather in Middle-earth or 
Tolkien: The Weather-Master?”. This uses word-counting 
software to study... “the use of weather in general and 
meteorological expressions in The Lord of the Rings”. 
There’s a statement on page 17 which is astray: “When 
Frodo and Sam arrive in Ithilien, they notice a statue of 
an old king, with a trailing growth of flowers around its 
head”. The “arrive in Ithilien” part should read “are 
about to depart Ithilien”. But it’s a good essay, and one 
comes has the impression that only a man of the variable 
and seasonal English Midlands could have written about 
inland weather with such range and precision. 


+ The same issue also has two new Kristine Larsen 
conference papers rolled into one, as “Arda Remade (and 
Remade, and Remade...)”. A look at changing scientific 
thinking on entropy and time during Tolkien’s life. 
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* In English in the latest edition of the Turkish open- 
access journal Milel ve Nihal, a paper by a University of 
Exeter PhD student, “The Understanding of Evil in 
British Romanticism: J.R.R. Tolkien and the Ring as “a 
running ambivalence”... 


“there is a depth in Tolkien’s works, lost between the praise 
of his supporters and the criticism of his opponents, which 
exceeds what either group claims to have found.” 


+ “A Pilgrimage to the Wade Center”, with pictures... 


“Tolkien most preferred this dip pen as his writing 
instrument, favoring it over cartridge pens or a typewriter. A 
close look reveals that the back end of the pen is charred and 
melted because of Tolkien’s habit of using it to tap and clean 
out the pipe he puffed as he wrote.” 
And toward the end of his life he discovered, and greatly 
enjoyed, the new no-fuss “Biro” ink pens. 
* [ve never heard of the book Wheelbarrows at 
Dawn: Memories of Hilary Tolkien. But a few prods of 
Google Search reveals it was apparently cancelled at the 
last minute, due to action by the Tolkien Estate, even 
though the book was a work of many years. Yet some 
proof copies evidently survive and in July there was such 
a copy on eBay, with some naughty peeps inside. 


‘ 


* Free on Archive.org “Some Backgrounds of 
Fairyland” (1932) by H.P. Lovecraft. This was an essay 
extracted from a rushed letter, written at a time when 
Lovecraft was very busy. But he took the time out to 
quickly write a 2,800-word overview essay on fairy for a 
young and curious correspondent, based on the sources 
he had to hand in his extensively weird library. 
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As such it’s still interesting, being a clear account of the 
competing in-flux theories and assumptions of the time 
(though regrettably he does not give the names of the 
various proponents). His account is that of a hard- 
headed self-educated layman who was also an 
imaginative writer of more-or-less fairy tales (“The Cats 
of Ulthar”, “The Quest of Iranon”, etc). He made only 
one slip in the scholarship — “Paracelsus and the Comte 
de Gabalis” should have read “Paracelsus and the [Abbe 
de Villar’s] Comte de Gabalis”. 


Of course there is much here that we now know to be 
factually wrong — archaeology and other sciences have 
since swept away many of the suppositions and also 
changed the labels used. Still, the hasty essay is a 
‘snapshot in time’ and might interest Tolkien scholars. 
The above link is to the only copy currently online. 


* Found on a Polish site, a rather pleasing set 

of Middle-earth pseudo-vintage ‘travel posters’. Though 
apparently they ship from China, so beware. They might 
not be as good / large as they look in the tempting room 
sized mock-up pictures. 


HOwarxron [het eset 


They posters don’t appear to be AI generated, to one 
with a keen eye for such things. 
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*  Newon Archive.org, Tolkien’s “English and Welsh” 
seen in its original context, along with other lectures. As 
the volume Angles and Britons: O'Donnell Lectures. 


CONTENTS 


Note 
English and Welsh by J. ®, R. TOLKIEN 
English-Welsh Loan-words by T, H, PARRY-WILLIAMS 


Angles and Britons in Northumbria and Cumbria by 
KENNETH JACKSON 


The Wekh, their Language and Place-names in Archen- 
field and Oswestry by 8. 6. CHARLES 


The British or Celtic Part in the Population of England 
by N. xk. CHADWICK 


Survivals of Ancient Celtic Custom in Medieval England 
by WILLIAM RES 


*  Anewsecond edition of The Historical Dictionary 
of Fantasy Literature (June 2023), though sadly aimed 
at university libraries and thus a whopping £150 for 
some 590 pages. Surely there would be more profit in 
making it a mass-market £30 title, given the thousands 
of fans who would buy it vs. a few hundred university 


60 


85 


148 


42 


libraries? Now the fans will just pirate it instead, whereas 
they might have ordered a paper edition. Anyway, it has... 


“a chronology, an introduction, an extensive bibliography, 
and cross-referenced entries on more than 800 authors, 


ranging across the entire historical spectrum. More than 200 


other entries describe the fantasy sub-genres, key images in 
fantasy literature, technical terms used in fantasy criticism” 
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No reference is made in the blurb to the venerable Brian 
Stableford’s Historical Dictionary of Fantasy 
Literature (2005), but it seems possible the new book is 
a second expanded edition of his work under a new 
editor. Since I can find no first edition credited to the 
second edition’s author. 


+ In France, the Tolkiendil society has a scholarly 
event to... “celebrate the 50 years of the first French 
translation of the Lord of the Rings”. In French, but one 
talk appears to be in English as “Rings of Smoke: Pipe- 
weed, Pipes, and Smoking Imaginary in J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
Narrative”. One hope that this talk might turn up on 
YouTube later in the year. The event is set for 6th-8th 
October 2023. 


+ I see there’s also a re-issue of the French edition of 
the Carpenter biography, Tolkien: une biographie, due in 
September 2023. 


+ The proceedings of the Tolkien Society Autumn 
Seminar are on YouTube as video recordings, uploaded 
in July 2023. These are said to be due in book form in 
October 2023, with the title Translating and Illustrating 
Tolkien (Peter Roe Series XXIII). Not yet on Amazon UK. 


+ Advance notice of Signum University’s Australian 
OzMoot event, set for 26th-28th January 2024. ‘Above 
All Shadows: Tolkien and Uncertain Futures’ will be on 
the theme of Tolkien’s depictions of hope in the face of 
future uncertainty. 
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former mill-town of Barnsley in Middle Earth 
northern England, the touring Middle- 

earth exhibition. The show has eckea Ese 
previously been in Chichester. This | 
time it will be free. Barnsley is about 

ten miles south of Leeds, and thus a 

visit to the show might be combined 
with a Tolkien-oriented visit to Leeds. tort abet 
Note that local walker Chris Tye has oe 
devised a Tolkien’s ‘walk to work’ cra 

route at Leeds. 


* The Catholic Irish writer Rosa Mulholland’s vivid 
children’s fantasy The Walking Trees is now freely 
available in PDF. This is not the later handsome 
illustrated edition, which is utterly available except ina 
few Irish deposit libraries. I’ve assembled this version 
from the original magazine serialisation. It has some 
Tolkien-like moments. Walking, talking trees. Flying on 
the back of an eagle. It ends rather abruptly, but perhaps 
the book editions gave it a better ending? Anyway, enjoy. 


+ Coming later in 2023 to the | TARR o 


5at30 Sep -Sat6 Apr 2024 


Nurse was at her tea, so he was not disturbed, and twilight began to 
descend on the landscape. He looked so intently for a long time that 
the seven ashes began to dance before him. But he rubbed his eyes, 
and there they stood quite still ‘with all their hair on end’, as he said 
to himself; as still as if they had never moved in their lives. 


Nevertheless, Leo felt now more sure than ever that they set of every 
night for a long walk out over the world, and came back before 
people were up in the morning. [...] The world outside looked very 
dim, for the moonshine was not strong enough to light it up. Leo 
rubbed the pane and made it clear and looked very hard at the ridge 
against the horizon. The hill was as bare as the palm of the little 
boy’s hand. The trees were gone! 
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+ The much-trailed ‘Fantasy Goes to 
Hell’ Mythopoeic Society seminar event now has 
downloads online. There are many to choose from, but 
Tolkien items of interest me are... 
— “Hellish Landscapes in J.R.R. Tolkien’s Legendarium” 
— “Tolkien goes to Hell: From the Deepest Underground to the 
Utmost Void” 
— “Managing Hell: C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien on the 
Infernality of Managerialism” 
— Panel discussion: “Deep Places of the World: Journeys in the 
Underworlds of Middle-earth” 
* Anew YouTube video on “The Lost Words of 
Tolkien”. It’s a bit of a ‘quickie’ video, and please don’t 
imagine I’m suggesting it as a scholarly heavyweight. But 
it’s a nice idea to try to do explication videos for the 
spiflicated. 


I must say that even I was spiflicated by the word hame, 
as in “Gandalf Greyhame”, originally “Gray-hame” before 
the final text. I find that today hame is still in use, but 
only as a word for the stiff part of a fitted horse-collar. 
The pair of hames are used to fit the skein of leather 
control-reins to a working heavy-horse. The maker of the 
YouTube video suggests this horse meaning in passing, 
but Tolkien’s source is more likely to be found in the 
latest Bosworth-Toller. This venerable dictionary suggests 
the Old English hama (a natural covering or tough thin 
skin, as in a ‘shed snake-skin’) and for “Gandalf 
Greyhame” this implies a long cloak of natural material, 
possibly somewhat tattered and skein-like through much 
wear (“the most beggar-like...”). Hammond & Scull note 
the similar “Old English graeghama ‘grey-coated"”. No 
source is mentioned for this, but it is in The Fight at 
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Finnsburg as graeg-hama, perhaps there applied to hearing 
the sound of grey mail-ring battle-corslets in motion beyond 
the hall’s doors, via a poetic comparison to the slavering of 
grey-coated wolves. The word is also apparently in Gothic 

as hama ‘covering, of a man’, and found in Middle English 
meaning “coat”. I’d add that the word’s core meaning thus 
appears to link through to the continental Earendel cognates 
re: the tale of Orendel and his strange Gray Coat. 


+ “Dorothy L. Sayers’ Copy of Tolkien’s First Appearance 
in Book Form” came up for auction in July 2023. Which at 
least provides the rest of us with a look at the cover. 
Surprisingly, the volume is not on Archive.org as a scan. 


Oxford 
Poetry 


1915 
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Ed News of a new academic book, Critics of 
Enlightenment Rationalism Revisited, due to ship on 
11th September 2022... “provides an overview of some of 
the most important critics of Enlightenment rationalism 
[including] Scruton and Tolkien”. £40 in ebook or 
paperback. 

# A recreation of Tolkien’s “On Dragons and 
Dinosaurs” lecture for children, is “back by popular 
demand” at the Oxford University Museum of Natural 
History. Set for the 5th of September 2023. More details 
at the British Society for Literature and Science page. 


# Those interested in fantasy maps may want to look 
at a new research-summary open-access article by 
Japanese researchers, “A Study of ‘Map Sense’ that 
Supports the Accuracy of Maps, Through Interviews with 


Imaginary Map Creators” (2023). 


+ Interesting musings in August on “Of Home and 
Hearth: Tolkien and The Wind in the Willows”... 


“Oh, we have all the pleasantries, and even similar homecoming 
plot points [of The Wind in the Willows (1908)], but simply acting 
respectable and avoiding the outside world will not cut it with 
Tolkien. His hobbit interest is [in] what happens when you take the 
smug bourgeoisie and put them in an altogether new and alien 
setting. That which Grahame’s narrative discourages, in terms of 
character curiosity and breaks from social conformity, Tolkien’s 
narratives encourage.” 


¢ And finally, Tolkien Gateway now has the table-of- 
contents for Amon Hen 301 (June 2023). An especially 
hobbity issue with reviews of the new edition of The 
History of the Hobbit, and The Wisdom of Hobbits. 
Articles include “The House where The Hobbit was Born” 
and “Pippin, the Persistent Rebel”. 
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GALLERY 


SOME EDWARDIAN TREES 
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Walking trees, perhaps following the Welsh bard Taliesin (“The Battle of 
the Trees”, published in a clear translation and also in a facsimile volume 
in 1916) and Shakespeare (Macbeth), were not unknown in late-Victorian 
and Edwardian literature and illustration. Opposite we see an Arthur 
Rackham illustration for Milton’s early Shropshire play Comus, and above 
and overleaf some of his earlier illustrations of ‘hobble-walking’ trees in his 
edition of the famous Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens. Both are well- 
known fairy tales of a kind, albeit relatively modern ones. It seems unlikely 
that Tolkien would not have encountered these at some point. 
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Above we see one of the several published ‘walking tree’ pen drawings by 
Arthur Rackham for his edition of Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens. 
There is also Rackham’s colour illustration for the Barrie's line “An 
elderberry hobbled across the walk...”. All depict Kensington Gardens in 
London. 


On the opposite page is an illustration for “Attack of the trees” from the 
famous The Wizard of Oz series of fantasy books, as depicted in 1900 by 
Denslow. A walking tree is menacing Dorothy’s little dog Toto. 
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The historian in search 
of walking trees can also 
point to the fantasy 
books The Walking 
Trees (Irish Monthly 
1876, then 1897 in an 
illustrated edition) by 
the Catholic writer 

Rosa Mulholland which 
features talking and 
walking trees who carry 
the hero. Also to the 
probably-Catholic writer 
Guy Ridley’s 
unfortunately named 
The Word of Teregor 
(1914) in which sentient 
trees converse in moots 
and are unfriendly to 


men, while one tree is 
called Enteth. 


Or one can point to instances in books such as The Railway Children, 
which would have appeared when Tolkien was about 14 years old... 


[...] as Peter pointed, the tree was moving - not just the way trees 
ought to move when the wind blows through them, but all in one 
piece, as though it were a live creature and were walking down the 
side of the [railway] cutting. 

‘It’s moving!’ cried Bobbie. ‘Oh, look! and so are the others. It’s like 
the woods in Macbeth.’ 


‘It’s magic’ said Phyllis, breathlessly. ‘I always knew the railway was 
enchanted’. 

It really did seem a little like magic. For all the trees for about twenty 
yards of the opposite bank seemed to be slowly walking down towards 
the railway line, the tree with the grey leaves bringing up the rear like 
some old shepherd driving a flock of green sheep. 


— Elizabeth Nesbit, The Railway Children (1905 serial, 1906 book). 
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Opposite we see a First World War postcard. The same idea would also be 
seen by millions on the cinema screen in the famous Charlie Chaplin film 
“Shoulder Arms” (1918). Again, it seems likely that Tolkien would have 
seen such Edwardian media, and indeed as a Signals Officer he may even 
have been aware of such actual methods of wartime battlefield camouflage. 


The real soldiers of the First World War also knew their Shakespeare. 
David Jones’ epic war poem In Parenthesis depicts the night attack on 
Mametz Wood, during the Battle of the Somme (which Tolkien also 
fought in). Welsh platoons move through the “mazy” wood at night 
under intense shellfire 
and the light of flares, 
finding it difficult in 
the flashing and 
strange light “to 
distinguish men from 
walking trees and 
branchy moving like a 
Birnam copse.” The 
allusion is to both 
Shakespeare and the 
Bible (Mark 8:24). 
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A little more ‘Brandywine’. 
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An addition to my ‘Brandywine’ 
word note in issue #1 of Gleanings: 


Thad overlooked that Tolkien states 
that... 


“Actually the older hobbit-name [for 
the Brandywine river in the Shire] 
was Branda-nin ‘border-water’, 
which would have been more closely 
rendered by [a new name such as] 
Marchbourn; but by a jest [among 
hobbits] that had become habitual, 
referring again to its colour, at this 
time the river was usually called 
Bralda-him ‘heady ale’.” 


So I was right when I mused on a hobbit 
brew of the same colour as the river. But 
Tolkien has this a potent brown “ale”, 

rather than the wine that I had assumed. 


Tolkien thus has a ‘like-sound’ playing a 
part in the transitions of the word over 
time: Branda (border) -> Bralda 
(heady) -> Brandy (strong brown ale?). 
‘The latter word — if indeed its final form 
refers to some type of later Brandy-like 
‘brown hobbit alcohol’ — partakes of the 
earlier ‘heady’, in the sense of a potent 
alcohol that affects the head. ‘Heady’ 
might also doubly refer, in a poetic 
fashion, to the ‘head’ atop a foaming 
quart of ale — akin to the white foam of a 
river when in full and rolling spate. 


Incidentally, I also later read that 
Tolkien had suggested that the source of 
the Brandywine river, in the Hills of 
Evendim, was inhabited by the Elves — 
even at the time of the events of LoTR. 
This would strengthen the idea that the 
water was somewhat ‘elvish’, which was 
his suggested reason why the Black 
Riders were reluctant to cross it. 
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